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rupee. The boats had hitherto continued to bring occasional/ though scanty supplies; but this mode of relief was discovered by the enemy, who bribed the boatmen to desert. This misfortune reduced the besieged to such distress, that numbers of the inhabitants, as well as the troops, were unable to resist the opportunity which offered of withdrawing; which, with casualties, diminished the number of the garrison from 6,000 to as many hundreds. The Mahomedan part of this body did not scruple to eat carrion ; while the most rigid of the Hindoos, endeavoured to appease the cravings of hunger by making food of bruised tamarind-stones, and the leaves of trees. They, however, at times received assistance from the besiegers themselves; some of whom, tempted by exhorbitant profit, furnished, by stealth, supplies of grain, which were handed over the walls.
During this month (February} some more efforts were made by Dan Singh, but with such unvaried bad success, that it excited the indignation of another commander, named Ram Lai, who resolved to make a desperate attack, boasting that he would in the course of next day be in possession of the town. In furtherance of this determination, he prepared an assaulting party of 3,000 chosen men, with which he marched before daybreak upon Vizier-gunj. The troops stationed at this point were